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In late July, the state-run oil company PetroEcuador reported that a valve at the Sacha oil rig
in Napo department had failed, spilling 5,000 barrels of oil into a stream flowing into the Napo
River. (See Chronicle 08/06/92 for previous coverage of spill.) According to the Inter Press Service,
extensive ecological damage was reported on both sides of the Peru-Ecuador border, despite
PetroEcuador's claim that over 80% of the spill had been recovered. Aug. 6: Manuel Navarro,
director of PetroEcuador's environmental department, said that after visiting the site of the disaster
he had ascertained the amount of oil spilled was 5,000 barrels, not 3,000 barrels as claimed earlier.
The spill had contaminated about 60 km. of the Napo River on the Ecuadoran side of the border.
The Peruvian government's preliminary estimate of damages was US$100 million. Wilson Pastor,
manager of Petroamazonas, the PetroEcuador subsidiary running the Sacha oil field, described the
figure prepared by Peruvian officials as exaggerated. He said damage to riverside communities
in Peru is minimal because the cleanup operation had contained the spill. Aug. 7: Members of a
Peruvian technical commission said the oil slick had penetrated about 70 km. into the Peruvian
basin, and is in the process of dissolution. Apparently, chemicals used in Ecuador to dissolve the
oil dumped into waterways were effective. The commission reported that the slick would be largely
dissolved when it reaches the Amazon river within the following six days. Commission members
flew over the slick on Thursday afternoon and Friday morning, and found the slick to be about
10 km. long, and 200 meters wide. They estimated that the entire slick as of Thursday consisted
of about 50 barrels of crude. Oscar de la Puente, Peruvian prime minister and foreign minister,
dismissed the possibility that Lima plans to take legal action against the Ecuadoran oil company.
He added that a "harmonious solution" is necessary to resolve the problem as soon possible.
PetroEcuador reported that the oil spill consisted of 1,400 barrels dumped into the Quichayacu and
Napo rivers, the latter a tributary of the Amazon. On July 26-27, said the report, 4,400 barrels of
crude at the Sacha Norte 1 station poured into a 3,000-barrel capacity containment tank. The 1,400barrel overflow was dumped into the Quichayacu River. The Quichayacu disembarks into the Napo
25 km. downstream. Oil company employees removed approximately 200 barrels of crude from the
Quichayacu, for a total 1,200 dumped into the Napo. Aug. 9: The Brazilian Foreign Ministry formally
requested information on the oil spill from the Ecuadoran government. The request was submitted
on behalf of the official environmental protection agency (Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambiente e
Recursos Naturais Renovaveis-IBAMA). (Sources: Inter Press Service, 08/05/92, 08/06/92; Notimex,
08/06/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/07/92, 08/09/92)
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